
lab operators commonly dis-
pose of spent liquids by dig-
ging holes in the ground and
creating chemical pits.

Meth labs and related
dumping practices pose a
serious public health threat.
Enforcement funding is lim-
ited and the volume of labs
often exceeds law enforce-
ment’s ability to deal with
them.

There is often state fund-
ing to help with toxic clean-
ups, but county agencies do
not have the budgets to
clean up private properties.

Medical aspects
Statistics from the United

States Department of
Health Services show there
were 39,000 emergency

room visits in 1992 because
of methamphetamine use.
The increase between 1995
and 2002 in meth presenta-
tion in emergency rooms
was 54 percent.

In 2002, the majority of
meth emergency room visits
were by Caucasians. More
than 50 percent of meth-
related emergency room vis-
its are among persons aged
18-34 (young adults). Sixty-
percent of meth-related
medical treatments involved
marijuana, alcohol, cocaine
and/or prescription pain
killers.

Effects on the body
Meth is a powerful stimu-

lant that releases dopamine
into the system, which
affects the body’s pleasure
centers. Short-term affects

include hyper-stimulation of
the nervous system, increas-
es in body temperature,
seizures, strokes and other
lethal complications.

Profound long-term
affects are heart problems,
cardio vascular inflamma-
tion, small vessel disease in
the brain, irregular heart
beat, increased blood pres-
sure, strokes, and damaged
blood vessels of the skin.
Abscesses are common
among users who inject the
drug.

The drug can be smoked,
injected, ingested or snorted.
Exposure in the home (envi-
ronmental) can lead to blood

disease, cancer and heavy
metal poisoning. The small
bodies of babies and chil-
dren are especially affected.

Lead counts are higher
from exposure to meth and
fetal exposure can cause
babies to be hyper-irritable
or have pre-term illnesses
and/or low birth weight.

The drug initiates a cas-
cade of neurological brain
chemical effects when it is
removed from the body,
leading experts to believe it
is highly addictive.

Criminal behavior
In Calaveras County, cases
involving explosives increase

with the incidents of drug
lab discoveries (pipe bombs,
hand grenades).

Once called “poor man’s
cocaine,” meth is common.

The Calaveras County
Sheriff ’s Department is
experiencing an increase in
the number of explosives
per lab, including pipe
bombs and hand grenades
used as anti-personnel
devices to prevent theft or
law enforcement raids.

In November
We will present informa-

tion on the psychological
dangers of methampheta-
mine production and use.
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Hometown Forum

Special Wastes Wanted 
for FREE  Disposal  

 
Many special wastes can now be taken to the Wilseyville 
Annex located next to the Wilseyville Transfer Station.  
Materials accepted for free include: 

 

Motor oil  

Antifreeze   

Oil filters 

TVs and computer monitors  

Latex Paint (limit 15 gallons per trip) 

Fluorescent light tubes 

Auto batteries (10 per trip) 

 

Also accepted for disposal: 

Tires: $1 - Passenger Tire, $3-Truck Tire,  
 $4 - Passenger Tire on Rim, $8-Truck Tire on Rim 

Only uncontaminated materials in containers holding no more than 5 gallons each will 

be accepted.  Containers must be adequate to contain hazardous waste and sealed to 

minimize spills. Only material generated in Calaveras County will be accepted. 

The Wilseyville Annex is open Friday, Saturday,  

Sunday and Monday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Calaveras County Department of Public Works, Solid Waste Div. 

Customer Service:  754-6403 or www.CCSolidWaste.org. 

 
Funded by a grant from the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board 

 
 

Dear Editor:
We have a family in West

Point who escaped from
hurricane Katrina. (See
story this issue.)

They lost everything but
themselves, so it might be
nice if all of us could dig up
stuff for them. They do have
a rental coming up and the
dad did get a job, but they
need so much.

I think they have a sofa
promised, but don’t be shy. I
am giving them a Mr./Mrs.
dresser and mirror and
maybe a refrigerator, if they
don’t have one. I have their
phone number. Of course,
they lost their vehicle trying
to escape, but do have fami-
ly here so a pickup may be
possible from family.

Mark and Shana Sakata,
Kobe, 7, Noah, 3, and
Phoenix, who was 9 days old

when they had to leave
Biloxi, were separated (in the
storm). An “angel” got the
dad and the kids to the air-
port (for a flight) to
Sacramento, (then) went
back and got Mom.

It restores one’s faith in
human nature, as does so
much we saw. Mark’s mother
owns a business here and his
sister, Rhonda, is the person
to contact (293-2320).

As for myself, I feel better
donating to this couple than
to the Red Cross and face-
less people. At least we
know we are helping this
family. I know people
helped one of my daughters
in Galt in a time of terrible
need and maybe this will
even up my account a bit.

Pat Bang
West Point

To District 2 residents:
Thank you so much for your generous contribution

of time, effort and material to the D-2 fund raiser.
Though the day was a scorcher, more than 200 folks
showed up and shopped the silent auction ’til they
dropped. Hopefully it was the shopping and not heat
prostration.

In the end, after expenses, we cleared close to $5,600.
This will be used to support various local projects and
facilitate communications regarding same. Your partici-
pation is most appreciated.

Of great note is the wonderful volume and quality of
donations from the art community. This confirms my
belief that a truly just society requires a high degree of
cultural and artistic expression.

Special thanks are also in order to heroic event coor-
dinator Bette Parlette, silent auctioneer Gayle Mayhew,
Ross Thornton for shade provided by his wonderful
tent, chef extraordinaire Bill Claudino, and Norm and
Amy Gunsell, as well as the other contributors to the
haute cuisine. Thank you all.

(See the author’s regular column below.)

Steve and Pat Wilensky
Glencoe

Letters welcomed

West Point News
and Upcountry News
welcome letters on any
subject as long as they
are tasteful and respon-
sible and are signed with
the full name of the
writer (who should
include a phone number
and address for verifica-
tion).

Letters should not
exceed 275 words.
Please no business
endorsements, commer-
cials or poetry. 

Send letters to P.O.
Box 447 West Point,
CA 95255 or email to:
westpointnews@vol-
cano.net.

District 2 residents 
thanked for efforts

Reader seeks help 
for Katrina victims

Historic buildings worth saving
Among the distinguishing

features of our foothills are
the great historic buildings in
each community. They are
an architectural and visual
link to our heritage. For
many long -time residents,
these buildings hold fond
memories.

The recently-painted
West Point Odd Fellows Hall
and Rebekah Lodge has, at
one time or another, served
as a movie theatre, dance
hall, roller-skating rink,
funeral parlor, theatrical
stage and community meet-
ing place.

Railroad Flat, Moke Hill,
and Mountain Ranch all
boast venerable old build-

ings, most of which have
been maintained over the
years by small bands of vol-
unteers. We owe them a debt
of gratitude for their dedica-
tion which might best be
paid by giving our buildings
some serious TLC.

Our county seat, San
Andreas, has a signature his-
toric building in the old
county courthouse, jail and

government offices on Main
Street. The lovingly restored
large brick structure serves
as the historical society’s
museum and office space. I
highly recommend it as a
family visit. But more needs
to be done.

Invited by historical soci-
ety president Wally Matloch,
I paid a visit and found the
building and its contents in
great jeopardy. Among the
problems: a roof that leaks,
severe water damage in
seven rooms and barely
operable heating and air con-
ditioning, all of which have
contributed to the damage
of priceless artifacts.

Keeping
in Touch

By STEVE
WILENSKY

District 2 Supervisor

Turn to HELP, page 16.

Meth: Once ‘poor man’s cocaine,’ drug curses all classes
Continued from page 2.

Quality
Merchandise at

Affordable Prices

Open for
Consignment
Furniture, Household
Items, Jewelry &
Fine Clothing

KADIE’S CORNER
COLLECTIBLES & THRIFT

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP

TUESDAY - SSATURDAY 1Oam-66pm • SUNDAY noon to 5pm

286-1286-1121244
8026 HIGHWAY 49 • MOKELUMNE HILL

WE FIX “BAD” WATER

209-257-0300   888-234-3847

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS
Water Filtration Specialists
Iron • Rotten Egg Odor • Acidic Water

Locally owned and operated since 1985
www.clearwatersys.com

License #497691  Jackson


