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Letters welcomed

West Point News
and Upcountry News
welcome letters on any
subject as long as they
are tasteful and respon-
sible and are signed with
the full name of the
writer (who should
include a phone number
and address for verifica-
tion).

Letters should not
exceed 275 words.
Please no business
endorsements, commer-
cials or poetry. 

Send letters to P.O.
Box 447 West Point,
CA 95255 or email to:
westpointnews@vol-
cano.net.

Thanks to all the District 2 volunteers
Dear Editor:

I want to thank the many
people who worked on the
West Point and Wilseyville
cleanup and the preparation
for painting the Rebekah
(Odd Fellows) Hall in May.

We are very fortunate to
have Steve Wilensky, our
new supervisor in District 2,
working hard to make these
things happen to improve
the image of our area.

There are a number of
folks who worked in the
grassroots effort to elect Mr.
Wilensky and they are still
working on the 20 or so
projects currently underway
in District 2 that will contin-
ue to benefit our commu-
nities.

In order to accomplish
these project goals it takes
volunteers, time and 
money.

A barbecue fund-raiser is
being planned for July 24 at
Humbug Creek Farm to
raise money needed for are
projects and organizations,
including the West Point
Business Association,
Mountain Ranch Youth
Center, additional work on
the Rebekah Hall, continu-
ing cleanup projects, parks
and recreation, community
planning groups, economic
development and other proj-
ects.

I’d like to invite all the
residents in District 2 and
other areas to join us at the 2
p.m. fun(d)raiser Sunday,
July 24, for a  bodacious bar-
becue, entertainment, an
opportunity to meet your
neighbors and to help make
our communities better
places to live.

For more information,
call 293-1350.

Bette Parlette
Wilseyville

A fine tradition
Dear Editor:

Thank you for con-
tinuing to send your fine
local paper to the
Amador County Ar-
chives so that citizens,
now and later, will know
what is going on.

Having been associat-
ed with newspapers for
over a half century, and
editing a few, I compli-
ment you on your news
and feature-filled paper.

You are perpetuating
a fine tradition.

Larry Cenotto
Amador County
Archivist
Jackson

Hunter education course available
Dear Editor:

I’m making available to
the residents of RRF, West
Point, Glencoe and nearby
areas a hunter education
course of about 10 hours.

This course is required by
the State of California Fish
and Game Department for
those who want to get a
hunting license.

Passing this course will
convey a lifetime certifica-
tion to obtain yearly hunting
licenses in California or any
other state.

If there’s sufficient inter-

est, I’ll make the class avail-
able this summer. I need,
however, at least 10 people
to sign up.

This class will enable
youngsters 12 and over to
get their hunting license and
deer tag. Any young person
who is or will be 12 by the
opening of deer season is
welcome to take the class.

Please call me for more
information at 754-5887.

Robert Dean
Mokelumne Hill

Thanks
Dear Editor:

On behalf of the family
of Tom Haggard, we would
like to thank the VFW Post
of West Point For making
his memorial service such a
memorable experience.

Thank you, Jim and Jessie
for taking care of all the
arrangements and making it
such a nice day. Tom will be
missed .

Thank you again.
Tom Haggard’s 
Family

Why can’t disabled tape record proceedings?
Dear Editor:

I’m sorry for having
attention deficit disorder.
I’m sorry it makes everyone
so uncomfortable.

I can’t understand why
the government center
makes accommodations for
people in wheelchairs, but
for people like me, with
attention deficit disorder,
there is no accommodation
for allowing me to use a tape
recorder.

I’ve been denied the right
of using a tape recorder in
the courthouse or inside the
government center buildings
to tape proceedings in which
I am involved.

Isn’t equality under the
law paramount?

People with ADD should
be able to use a tape
recorder.

Andrew Roy
West Point

Dreaming up a spot
for the new library
Dear Editor:

The 4-H Community
Service Project Group de-
voted its May 23 meeting to
planning a new central
library for Amador County
and brainstorming where to
put it.

Suggestions included lo-
cating it behind Argonaut
High School, next to Sutter
Hospital, along New York
Ranch Road, or behind
McDonald’s on Sutter Hill.

Every site the 20 teens
came up with offered
enough room  to include all
the items they think the new
library should have.

The Library Improve-
ment and Funding Task-
force (LIFT) will conduct a
public forum at the Vet-
eran’s Hall in Pioneer in
September. We’ll keep read-
ers posted about time and
place they can add their
dreams for the perfect
library to the list.

Call LIFT at 223-2148,
ext. 2.

Marj Stuart
Pine Grove

Using a tried and true trail works every time
Out
and
About

By LESLIE VASQUEZ

I must admit I’ve failed in
my recent attempts to find
new trails to write about.

On a friend’s advice I
thought I’d hike up to the
lookout tower above Jack-
son on top of Butte Moun-
tain. I drove around and
around searching for the
trail before abandoning my
vehicle on private property
(not recommended) to
search on foot .

My daughter would not
ride in the backpack but
instead wanted to be carried.

She’s two years old and
head-strong like her mother.
She did not want to hike but
since I insisted, she wanted

to be carried in my arms.
We compromised and

used a sling off the hip.
I walked through an open

gate up a road that may have
also been private. I got the
creepy feeling we were being
watched and we were star-
tled again and again by
something(s) suddenly mov-
ing in the brush to either
side of me. “Cat” my daugh-
ter kept saying but by the
sound of it, it wasn’t a house
cat.

About a half mile in, the
road was blocked with fallen
oak trees. Being adventurous
I crawled through their
branches and continued

until I saw signs of man ... a
chainsaw and gas can in the
middle of the road. No one
in sight.

The creepy feeling was
still there and become larger
than my desire to explore so
I headed back to my truck.

Still not fulfilled, I talked
my daughter into stopping at
Mt. Zion in Pine Grove on
the way home. Hand-in-
hand we walked the loop up
the dirt road. I caught a brief
glimpse of snow-clad Deso-
lation Wilderness and
Mokelumne canyon in the
distance, which did wonders
for my mood.

At the top she played on
a pile of gravel while I ate a
protein bar. She chased a
lizard and climbed the grav-
el to ride it like a horse, then
climbed back down only to
repeat her actions. She could
have done this all afternoon
but I wanted to walk. Cute

tantrum (hers, not mine).
I asked her to help me

look for bunnies and her
sobs miraculously stopped
and she said rather matter of
fact, “Yes. I want to look for
bunnies.”

We took the footpath
around the west side of the
summit enjoying the wild-
flowers, butterflies and
views of Sutter Hill,
Jackson, Sacramento, Cam-
anche and Pardee, and Mt.
Diablo.

No more tantrums but
of course I had to sing the
Wiggles songs (including
dance moves) the whole
way.
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Residential & Local Outpatient
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Free Transportation
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Training Opportunities Available
for Career Development

West Point’s Calaveras Healthy Impact Product
Solutions (CHIPS) is accepting applications for

training opportunities in the following areas:
Clerical • Bookkeeping & Accounting

Class A Driver’s Training
Heavy Equipment Maintenance & Repair

Heavy Equipment Operation
CHIPS is a community-developed project to create jobs
while reducing fire risk in the West Point Area.  Financial

assistance for training programs may be available.
To find out if you qualify, apply in-person at the West

Point Library July 12 and/or July 19, 10am-12pm,
or call 209-754-4242 for more information.


