
During my 18-month
campaign marathon to
become your new District 2
Supervisor, I was struck by
the disconnection many
folks felt between them-
selves and our county gov-
ernment.

Some of this stems from
our geographic isolation
from San Andreas. But there
are things we can do to
improve our connections
with the county seat.

First, we have spent the
last two months recruiting
volunteers to serve on the
myriad of county commit-
tees, commissions and
boards.

These provide a great
opportunity for citizens to
learn about a wide range of
services and activities and
help shape public policy. I’m
pleased to say we had a
record number of District 2
applicants for these posi-
tions.

On Jan. 10, the Board of

Supervisors appointed about
three dozen of them. There
are still openings for the
Area 12 Agency on Aging
and the Calaveras Child Care
Advisory Council.

Don’t hesitate to call me
at 293-7907 if you have an
interest.

But civic engagement is a
two-way street, and govern-
ment needs to get out of San
Andreas and meet people
where they live.

On Jan. 4, the Board of
Supervisors voted to hold
some meetings in the dis-
tricts.

The details and schedules
are being worked out. I hope
we will come to West Point

and Mountain Ranch as part
of our rounds.

Many people have asked
me whether I will continue
Paul Stein’s office schedule
in the West Point Library
and Mountain Ranch Fire
Station. The answer is yes.

Beginning the first week
of February, I will be in
West Point on Tuesdays
between 10 a.m. and noon
and Mountain Ranch on
Thursdays between 2 and 4
p.m. I am also trying to set

up a similar arrangement in
Mokelumne Hill.

To enhance two-way
communication with district
residents, we are establishing
a District 2 Web site with
activities and projects, as well
as opportunities for citizens
to voice opinions on board
policies and issues.

This is under construc-
tion, and can be reached at
www.stevewilensky.com.

There is much more to do
to increase communication

between citizens and their
government, but at least
we’ve got a start.

Let me know what other
steps we can take.
Campaign Promise Kept

I have turned down the
compensation increase that
the board of supervisors
provided itself last year. As a
consequence, an equivalent
amount (approximately
$3,600 per year) will go to
District 2 civic organizations
and projects.

encouragement from West
Point School sixth-grade
teacher Jim Casey.

“He’s awesome,”
Hartsock said. “He’s helped
me with my math. Now I’m
really excited. My mission is
to inspire my daughter.”

Hartsock and Frye have
goals beyond getting their
high school diplomas. But
for now, they’re happy to be
learning the math, history,
English and other subjects
they need to get that piece of
valuable parchment.

Patrick Miller, director of
adult programs for the
Calaveras County Office of
Education, said a diploma
opens the door to better
employment.

“We have retired people
who have led successful
lives, go back and get their
diploma,” he said. “They
find that something is miss-
ing in their life when they
don’t have a high school
diploma.”

Miller said he wants more
people to join the program.
“We could use 15 or 20 stu-

dents up there,” he said.
Judy Spadoni, the Healthy

Start coordinator in the Rail
Road Flat area, said adult
education students get free
childcare and a parenting
support group to help them
as they work through their
studies.

Vial said Hartsock and
Frye are motivated and
achievement oriented.

“It’s heartwarming for me
to work with these people,”
the Glencoe resident said.
Vial, who retired from a
teaching career in the San
Joaquin Valley, said her adult
education students are
“bonding with their kids.
(They find) they’re all
involved in the same goal,
which is education.”

Call 293-4375 for details.

Free F. Babcock
of Rail Road Flat

Free Franklin Babcock of
Rail Road Flat died
Wednesday, Jan. 5, while vis-
iting family in Mount
Vernon, Wash.

He was 76.
A retired steel worker,

Mr. Babcock was born June
10, 1928, in Hairy Hill,
Alberta, Canada, to John
Franklin and Grace (Jewell)
Babcock.

In 1929 the family moved
to Warm Beach, Wash.

Mr. Babcock married
Mary Wiltshire April 15,
1978. Following retirement,
the Babcocks moved to Rail
Road Flat in the 1980s.

Mr. Babcock enjoyed
many outdoor activities,
including fishing, hunting
and horseshoes.

Mr. Babcock is survived
by his wife; his son, Gary
Babcock of Sedro-Woolley,
Wash.; and his daughters,
Karen Robinson and Sharon
Meade of Mount Vernon,
Wash.

He is also survived by
stepchildren, Mary Jo
Kirdhoff of Millington,
Tenn., Glenn Harmon of

Mount Vernon, Wash., and
Kim Siemer of Bothel,
Wash.; two sisters, several
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, and a number
of nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers,
remembrances are suggested
to the American Cancer
Society, 728 134th St. S.W.,
#101, Everett, Wash., 98204,
or a favorite charity

John N. Taylor,
WWII veteran

John N. Taylor died Jan. 9
at his home in Mokelumne
Hill. He was 76.

Born Feb. 3, 1928, to
Newt and Ethyl Taylor in
West Plains, Mo., Mr. Taylor
grew up in Michigan and
Missouri.

He served in the U.S.
Army during World War II.

Mr. Taylor lived in
Southern California for 25
years, working on the family

A happy birthday wish to
those in our community cel-
ebrating a February birthday.

Those we know about:
Feb. 1 — Alara Bowsher,
Nan Love and Trent
Norman.

Feb. 2 —
Mike Bessette,
Brittany Boggs,
Bruce Forrest,
Ester Phillips
and Robert
Shanks. Feb. 3
— Zachary
Hale, Wilfred Garcia and
Leland Haley. Feb. 4 —
Brendon Oshell, Elaine
Stroud and Robert Stroud.

Feb. 5 — Virginia
Landreth and Job Meyers.
Feb. 6 — Bill Derby and
Jordan Fischer. Feb. 7 —
Nathaniel Gordon and Terry
Wiley. Feb. 8 — Sara Haight.
Feb. 10 — Pat Atkinson.
Feb. 12 — Alicia Hinkell and
Sandy Leal.

Feb. 14 — Peter Bannon,
Rita Carlton and Carol
Plusch. Feb. 15 — Mike
Maynard and Emma Noel
Schmollinger. Feb. 16 —
Melissa Whitten and Rocky

Wiley II. Feb. 17 — Denise
Mote, Kaitlyn O’Meara and
Juanita Painter. Feb. 18 —
Jack Edmunds.

Feb. 19 — Maxwell Brant
and Adam Lewis. Feb. 20 —
Mikaela Bianchi, Nathan
Mote and Virginia Rathbun.

Feb. 21 —
D a n i e l l e
Bianchi.

Feb. 23 —
Ryan Bertram,
Erin Hines and
Brady Lee
Wisdom. Feb.

24 — Peggy Bartlett.
Feb. 25 — Ryan Shanks.

Feb. 26 — Natalie Franklin,
Sylvia Hood and Samuel
Meyers. Feb. 27 — Martha
Hixon. Feb. 28 — Jordan
Wayne Ahart, Jerilynn Fink,
Ryan Rose and Sierra
Sparvel.

Congratulations to those
in our community celebrat-
ing a wedding anniversary in
February.

Those we know about:
Feb. 5 — Reni and Susan
Garcia and Ellsworth and
Ester Phillips. Feb. 13 — Bill
and Ellen Bower. Feb. 17 —
Doc and Betty Radusinovich
and Larry and Etta
Scharman.

Feb. 25 — Paul and Sandy
Maynard and Van and Kathy
Wilhite. Feb. 27 — Andy and
Mary Millar.
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FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

Birthday wishes Happy anniversary
OBITUARIES

Turn to OBITUARIES, page 13.

New supervisor poised for ‘Keeping in Touch’

Keeping
in Touch

By STEVE
WILENSKY

District 2 Supervisor

School days a challenge to returning students
Continued from page 10.

Bookkeeping - Electronic Filing
Income Tax Returns - Payroll

Since 1976
ENROLLED
AGENTS

M&M TAX & BOOKKEEPING SERVICE
24547 Highway 88, Pioneer 295-77430

(P.O. Box 2024)

Now In!
Bareroot Fruit Trees,
Grapes & Blueberries

Apples, Apricots, Apriums, Pears, Peaches,
Nectarines, Plums, Pluots, Cherries, Walnuts,

Almonds, Grapes, Blueberries, 3 n 1’s & 4 n 1’s

Rising Sun Nursery
& Gift Shop

Open 7 Days 9-4  •  Hwy 12  •  Burson  •  209-772-3451

FRENCH HILL WINERY
Just a short drive from the West Point Area

We invite you to try our large selection of Award-Winning Wines
Tastings Tuesday thru Sunday 11am to 5pm

Just one block south of Highway 49 on Highway 26
8032 So. Main St./Hwy. 26  •  Mokelumne Hill

209-286-1800

French Hill Art Center
Custom Picture Framing

Art Supplies • Signed & Numbered Prints
Gary Flunker, Master Framer

(209) 286-1984
8085 Hwy 26 @ Hwy 49, Unit 1-G
Mokelumne Hill, CA 95245

“Inspiration for the Artist in You” A Non-Profit Organization

Call for information
or memberships:

209-293-2272

We’re Seeking
New Members

Visit our web site:
www.westpointrodand gun-

club.homestead.com

Repairing & Restringing Too!
Safe, Fast, Affordable & Easy

Chase’s

Located Under Claypool’s Market
Pine Grove

Call for Appointment

209-223-2284

February Special
$2.00 Off

All Blind
and Shade
Cleaning
With this Coupon

Amazing Ultrasonic
Blind Cleaning

of Jackson
Authorized Retail Dealer Store

Appliances • Home Electronics
Lawn & Garden • Craftsman Tools

All Right Here in Our Store!

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Sat. 9-6; Sun. 11-4

223-1995
795 S. Hwy 49, Jackson

Featured Property of the Month

Call Tammy Boragine
Your Upcountry Real Estate Professional

209-296-3500Foothill Properties
20005 Hwy. 88, Pine Grove 95665

Cute Mountain Bungalow…
Cedar siding home perfect for weekend get-away, starter home or

rental. New kitchen/bath lino flooring, resurfaced cabinets and
interior paint. Exterior siding resealed last year. Vaulted open

beam knotty pine ceiling. Tile countertops. Stackable washer/dryer
stays. Concrete RV parking and 8x10 metal storage shed. Private

back yard and lots of potential here to add a garage or expand
living space. Close to Mace Meadow Golf Course
and Kirkwood Ski Resort. MLS #100313 

Asking $260,000

Ridge Road Garden Center
18815 Ridge Road, Pine Grove

www.RidgeRoadGardenCenter.com
Open Mon.-Sat.
209-296-7210

Plant Bareroot
Trees Now!

Large Selection Including:
Fruit & Nut Trees

Lilacs, Grapes & Roses

Free
Pruning Clinic

Sat., Feb. 12
10:00am

•Full service Propane Co.
•Radio disptached trucks
•Residential/Commercial
•Automatic Fuel Delivery
•Electronic Fund Transfer
•Easy Saver Program
•Fast Installation
•Appliances
•Free Estimates

22479 Hwy 88 • Pioneer
P.O. Box 1191, Pine Grove 95665

Discover

Tanks sold and leased.  We also serve West Point

Your
Local

Dealer!

296-5544
223-5186


